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MESSAGE FROM THE  HEAD TEACHER  

Jerri -Lynn Hainstock 

Arriving at the conference 
Ananya presenting her resolution 

Delegates looking very 

diplomatic 

Zanir wowing his committee with his 

eloquence 

The team reviewed our supporting documentation and policies, interviewed parents, students, teachers, 

our Chair and CEO, and visited classrooms in order to gain an insight into our practices and to see first-

hand the IB programmes in action. A final report will be issued in April that will provide feedback and 

direction for us as we continue to grow as a significant IB World School in East Africa. In July of last 

year, the IB video team visited us and interviewed several of our parents and students for film documen-

tation for the IB. We have just received the first film and have included the link below. It is indeed testa-

ment to our Middle Years Programme in Kenya! MYP in Practice, Kenya For Humanities Day, we se-

lected the theme for the UN World Water Day: ñDo what you can, do it with others, and do it with pas-

sion.ò Indeed, that theme is so reflected in the activities of our students that are captured in this monthôs 

edition of The Tuungane. Evaluation. When I pause to ñevaluateò the Senior School and its students, 

teachers, and parents, I can only assign a ñ7ò é.. 

ñEvaluationò is an interesting word and often can ñstrike fear in many heartsò, or at 

least that is what many of our students tell me when they deal with ñassessmentò and 

ñevaluationò each term. While ñnot striking fear in heartsò, the process of 

ñevaluationò for IB schools is comprehensive and often schools will prepare for it 

two years in advance.  Each IB World School is regularly evaluated to ensure that the 

standards and practices of its IB programme(s) (73 Standards and Practices) are be-

ing maintained. Evaluation takes place at least once every five years. As part of the 

process, the school engages in a self-study that is a key element in the schoolôs con-

tinual improvement. We hosted a team of IB evaluators during the week of March 6-

8, who were part of a continuum visit, or a multi-programme evaluation for our Jun-

ior and Senior Schools.  

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://vimeo.com/207297490/b7a0ab4087
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FOCUS ON IB DPð Maurice Mugalizi, DP Coordinator  

T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

Maurice Mugalizi, IBDP Coordinator 

IB Programmes Evaluation 

 

The Senior School completed an evaluation process on 6-8 March 2017, and hosted a team from IB The 

Hague office. This is a practice for all IB schools after every 5 years after authorization. AKAN was author-

ized in the year 1999 to offer the Diploma Programme and in 2012 to offer the MYP programme. The pur-

pose of evaluation is to ensure that the school (s) comply with the IB Programme Standards and Practices 

for quality education. All stakeholders are usually involved and I wish to thank the parentsô representatives, 

student representatives and the entire faculty for your support during the evaluation process. We are opti-

mistic that we will receive positive feedback. The next evaluation will be in March 2022.  

DP2 ï Final examinations and Study leave 

The final examinations for the diploma candidates commences on Friday 28th April 2017 through 19th May 2017.  I request all 

parents to meticulously read the exam timetable properly to arrange for dropping and pick-up of the students. Kindly note that 1st 

May 2017 is a Kenyan holiday but exams will still take place as scheduled by IB. Students who have exams on this day should take 

note and observe time discipline. A timetable was shared on Managebac with both parents and students. Students have now submit-

ted all subjectsô internal assessments for their final grading. However, some students failed to utilize the teacher consultation ses-

sions to enhance the quality of the work submitted. As well, my plea to parents /guardians (through an email) on habitual absentee-

ism and lateness was not taken seriously. Now it is time for concentrating on the written exams. The school has scheduled to have a 

prayer session for the candidates (DP2 & MYP5) on Friday 21 April 2017 at 3.30 ï 4.30 pm then DP2 candidates will proceed on 

their study leave. 

DP1 

Prefects selection and retreat 

 

The student government is a credible body in the school. A new government is usually selected in the month of February to relieve 

the outgoing government as they concentrate on their final examination preparations. Hence the prefect selection process is a rigor-

ous exercise in which both the faculty and students play a role. I wish to congratulate the former government that was led by Sa-

chin Chandaria and Gathoni Kangôethe. As well, I wish to congratulate the new government under the leadership of Mumo Musy-

imi and Louisa Nguithi. Both the former and new student governments participated in a retreat at Lukenya Getaway on Saturday 25 

March 2017. The main objective of this retreat was for the new government to learn collaborative, communication and leadership 

skills to enable them lead effectively. This retreat was fully sponsored by the school.  

 

MYP 5 admission to Diploma Programme in September 2017 

 

The school has issued admission letters to MYP 5 students who met admission criteria based on the performance in both IGCSE 

mock exams and or MYP grades (end of MYP4). Please refer to the IB Diploma admission requirements in the AKAN admission 

policy. It is important for parents to strictly follow the admission process as guided. In this regard, all acceptance forms must be 

returned then payment to hold the seat must be paid on or before 3rd May 2017. I kindly request parents to communicate to me and 

the head teacher through an email in case of intentions of not taking up the admission slot. This is important for our audit and re-

cord purposes. Those who did not receive letters are on a waiting list but this is not a guarantee for admission. You may have an-

other option as a backup plan. 

 

Polite reminder to all parents 

 

I request any parent who wishes to have a discussion with me, strictly to send an email to me in advance to agree on the appropriate 

time to meet. I am not always available because I have teaching assignments and or other administrative assignments.  

Secondly, in case of doctorôs planned appointments, you are reminded to send a note to the school in advance through your son/

daughter for the class tutors to record and issue an exit passes. Kindly comply. 
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FOCUS ON IB MYP - MYP DEPUTY HEAD 

T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

Roma Bhargava 

Roma Bhargava, Deputy Head MYP 

ñIB teachers are lifelong learnersò sounds clich®d but definitely holds water. IB teachers are consistently 

expected to plan, take action and reflect on their practices to enhance student achievement. Last Friday was 

one such day where MYP and DP teachers were engaged in a full day session to reflect on teaching and 

learning practices and creating a positive learning environment. The focus for MYP was to strengthen con-

cept based instruction which is driven by ñbig ideasò rather than subject specific content. As we pre-

pare to move towards E portfolios and E assessments, it is important to lead students to consider the con-

text in which they will use their understanding. Concept based learning brings ñreal worldò meaning to 

content knowledge and skills. Students become critical thinkers which is essential to their ability to crea-

tively solve problems in the 21st century. Collaboration is the key word in developing relevant and engag-

ing units of work. MYP teachers spent a considerable amount of time during the Professional Day on Fri-

day in revisiting their units of work and assessment tasks. 

Together we learn better... 

Team work is dream work... 

Collaboration is the key word... 
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T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

Samuel Musili,  Assistant MYP  Coordinator 

FOCUS ON ASSISTANT IB MYP COORDINATOR  

Samuel Musili 

It has been a busy second term and our students have worked very hard in term 2 and accomplished much and 

so have the teachers.  For our MYP 5 students, the academic journey has been long and winding; however, 

the end of something is always better than its beginning. With a cohort of 66 candidates, each of whom un-

dertook and completed the Personal Project in good time for a very successful exhibition, coupled with meet-

ing the syllabus demands, I can only sum it in the words ñWhen the going gets tough, the tough get goingò. 

Throughout this journey though, we have enjoyed the support of our  parents and I take this opportunity to 

thank them. IGCSE examinations officially begin on the 26/04/2016 with Swahili, a three hour examination 

being the first. Prior to that, however, will be Art, French and Spanish examinations. The examination timeta-

bles were shared with the students and parents via ManageBac. Please refer to it to ensure that your son/

daughter does not fail to attend a planned assessment. Needless to say, some of these assessments are to be 

taken at times when the school is in recess. Students are expected to attend school without fail up to and in-

cluding 21st April 2017 when they will be officially released for their study leave. Intensive revision is on-

going and it is mandatory for all to attend classes. 

Samples of work submitted during the Personal Project exhibition by the MYP 5 students 

New Student Government 2017-18 

Neville Otieno, Alvin Mwawasi, Mumo Musyimi (Head Boy), 

Louisa Nguithi (Head Girl), Isabella Neju, Amaal Dawood, 

Insha Jesani, Brian Sifuna, Hannan Aashika Chandaria, Alida 

Rahemtulla 
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FOCUS ON IB MYP PERSONAL PROJECT  

T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

On the 24th of February, the Personal Project Exhibition was held at the Aga Khan Pavilion from 8:30am to 1.00 pm. During this 

time, MYP 5 students showcased their Personal Projects to great acclaim from teachers, students and parents. The Personal Project 

Exhibition this year was an outstanding occasion. We started as early as 8:30 am with the grade 6 students, then followed by MYP 

4 students visiting and interacting with the exhibitors. The parentsô tour  started with attending the formal ceremony. When I look 

at what the MYP 5 students have been able to accomplish in their Personal Projects, I feel that we as teachers have equipped them 

with the skills to live in a world that is so constantly changing. They have learnt how to ask the right questions, and ultimately, how 

to be both independent and innovative while at the same time remaining connected to the community of which they are an integral 

part. Their Personal Projects are proof that the MYP 5 students look at life issues with an aim of making working solutions with a 

ñheart full of love and graceò. All the 67 students of MYP 5 students successfully completed their Personal Projects and were 

awarded certificates of completion during the formal ceremony. 

The students had this to say : 

Patrick Kiarie: ñThe Personal project has changed my perspective on the protection of the environment.ò 

Aman Hassanali:  ñIt was fun and helped me to improve my research skills.ò 

Collete:  ñI had a brilliant experience and now I see the world and music through a clearer lens.ò 

Nigel: ñI have learnt to appreciate the people I interact with every day.ò 

Shabnam checking her product before the start of the 

exhibition 

Tracy shares her project with Vic Zbar 
Tahsin admires her display 

Kirunda demonstrates the 

use of his product An insight into an Indian wedding 

MCs for the dayé Tanika, IBDP 1 

and Ambalika, MYP 3 

Unaizah admire Lisaôs project Arshadôs golf project 

Shriya shows off her design catalogue 

Ms. Jerri-Lynn welcoming 

the parents and students... Mauhib shares his health drink 

with Ms. Margaret Wachira 
New Head Prefects supported the event 

MYP 5 Parent Ms. 
Anne Ndungu sharing 

her experience 

Ms. Mary Nderi,  
Personal Project Coordinator  
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FOCUS ON IMLD 

T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

ñLanguage is the blood of the soul into which thoughts run and out of which they growò. 

ï Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Languages are the most powerful instruments of preserving and developing our tangible and intangible heritage. Mother tongues 

encourage linguistic diversity and multilingual education, hence developing fuller awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions 

throughout the world and to inspire solidarity based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue. Our theme for the 2017 International 

Mother Language Day was ñCelebrating the languages of our heartò. This theme underlines the importance of mother languages 

for our linguistic, cultural heritage and diversity and multilingualism. The Senior School celebrates the International Mother Lan-

guage Day every second last Friday of February every year. This year we celebrated it on Friday February 17. The Senior School 

has a representation of over 48 mother languages posing rich diverse cultures. The celebration was an exhibition whereby we had 

14 groups each representing 3-4 mother languages and exhibiting the following among others: the research on origin of Language/

tribe, food, music and dance, traditional artifacts, dressing/costumes, books, translations, legends and myths, jewellery, important 

occasions, tongue twisters/ riddles, quotations and art. The groups were judged on their creativity, originality, organization, team-

work and variants. Having briefed all the groups on the dayôs expectations, D-day came: pomp, colour, beauty, music, dance 

crowned the day! There was fierce competition from all the groups and everyone was looking forward to being crowned number 

one. At the end of the day, the MYP 3 group representing the Luo/Farsi/Persian won. It was not so much about the winning but 

appreciating the fact that our International Mother Language Day focused on the multicultural festivals which promote the hearing 

of all voices, and display social cohesion and cultural awareness. The unique distinctions of linguistic communication which con-

nect individuals to culture and personal identity are valued and encouraged. In conclusion, in the words Bedrich Smetana, ñI am 

not ashamed to reply to you in my mother tongue, however imperfectly, and am glad to be able to show that my fatherland 

means more to me than anything elseò. 

Julliet Kithinji, HOD 

Language Acquisition 

MYP 2 students 

MYP 5 students 

Tracie and Malaika, MYP 3 

Ms. Sheena; Right: Lisa and 

Gathoni, IBDP 2 

Azrah and Alyssa, IBDP 1 

Left: MYP 2 students 

Left: Eden 

and Abigael 

Right: Mulki 


