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MESSAGE FROM THE  HEAD TEACHER 

Jerri-Lynn Hainstock 

70ôS GROOVE PARTY 

January is always a month that we associate with the word ñassessmentò as our MYP 

5 and DP2 students complete their mock exams.  This is, however, also a time that 

frames such assessment with the rest of the school engaging in Model United Nation, 

Service and Action, Creativity, Activity, and Service trips and projects. This year, 

our Class Parentsô Committee (CPC) decided to design a special event for all parents 

that would bring parents together at the beginning of a new term. The ñGrooveò was 

the result: a fun evening that saw parents and faculty dancing to music from that era. 

Needless to say, it was a wonderful evening and all were disappointed when the 

ñHead Teacherò had to declare ñLast Dance!ò Often we associate ñrenewalò with the 

month of January and that is so applicable to the Senior School: We have renewed 

our connections with each other, revisited our commitments to achievement, volun-

teered for various service projects, and finally, ñcelebratedò with each other the true 

sense of community. 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
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FOCUS ON IB DPð Maurice Mugalizi, DP Coordinator  

T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

Maurice Mugalizi  

Maurice Mugalizi, IBDP Coordinator 

DP 2 - Swahili students 

Twenty four Swahili students wrote their final examination in this subject in November 2016. Their 

results were released on 5th January 2017. I congratulate the students for their excellent performance. 

Specifically, nine students scored the maximum 7 points (Gathoni Kangôthe, Sanaa Ludenyi, Lisa 

Mwangi, Ahmed Abdalla, Claire Balera, Hanan Bashir, Zeinab Farah, Andrew Ireri and Ayub Kandid). 

Eleven students scored 6 points each while the remaining four students scored 5 points each. The class 

mean for this group is 6.6 points. I would like to congratulate all the students and their families for this 

wonderful achievement. As well, I congratulate their teachers, Mr. Peter Wesonga and Ms. Juliet 

Kithinji for working collaboratively with the students. I wish to reiterate to the DP2 students work to-

gether as a team in order to attain the best results. 

Mock examinations ended on Friday 27 January 2017. In these examinations all subject components were tested to give the stu-

dents a real picture of what they can expect in the final examinations. The components include marks from their internal assess-

ments and theory papers re: paper 1, paper 2 and or paper 3 in some subjects. The only components that are not included in mock 

examinations are extended essay and theory of knowledge. This is because the students are still working on their theory of 

knowledge essays. Revision is ongoing, highlighting key exam strategies to enable students achieve the best results in the final 

examinations. I appeal to parents to discourage absenteeism and late coming to school during this period. The students are left with 

very little time until the end of March for contact with their subject teachers. Kindly note the examinations commences on 28th 

April 2017. A final examinations timetable has been uploaded on Managebac for proper planning and revision. 

 

DP1 

The DP1 students went for the class trip to Maasai Mara. This being a CAS trip, students were engaged in various activities includ-

ing learning some of the Maasai culture. The students are expected to write reflections regarding their experiential learning, high-

lighting the key learner profile (s) attribute and ATL skill each exhibited. 

 

The extended essay writing process has commenced and students are expected to choose a topic from the respective subject and 

formulate a research question. It is important to note that procrastination will lead to disappointment, therefore I humbly request all 

students to adhere to the school stipulated deadlines. 

 

I would like to encourage parents to read school policies which are available on Managebac to be familiar with the school proce-

dures. As well, the school website has now been updated with current information. Kindly access it on http://

www.agakhanschools.org  Lastly to all the parents, kindly if you wish to have a discussion with me, send an email to me in ad-

vance to agree on the appropriate time to meet as I have teaching assignments and or administrative planned meetings. 

Tania Rehabilitation Center 

Kiserian - Student 

Leadership Project  

IBDP 2 students involved: 

Fiya, Ruhee, Raeesa, Sahil, 

Sachin, Gathoni, Anoushka 

B, Anoushka K, Azaan 
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FOCUS ON IB MYP - MYP DEPUTY HEAD 

T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

Samuel Musili,  Assistant MYP  Coordinator 

FOCUS ON ASSISTANT IB MYP COORDINATOR 

Samuel Musili 

The second term at the Academy began on a high note. MYP 5 students began their mock exams on the 

16th January and completed them on the 27th. I am glad to report that the exams went well. The students 

received their report cards on 6th after which we had a Parents/Student/Teacher Conference on the 8th.  Part 

of the requirements for conference was target setting for the final examinations. My appeal to the parents 

of MYP 5 candidates is that you will find time to compare your childôs performance to the targets jointly 

set and accord them the necessary support needed in realizing the set targets. Napoleon Hill once said, 

ñThe starting point of all achievement is desireò. This is the time to urge students to take note of the areas 

in which they may not be excelling and to put their best foot forward. Meaningful team work is to be en-

couraged, considering that unity is strength. Registration for the final examinations is complete. I thank 

the parents for your support in meeting the timeline for paying for registration. Please check with your 

son /daughter what subjects they have registered for as well as determine when their May / June Examina-

tions finish. The IGCSE timetable has already been posted on ManageBac.   

Needless to say, the 2017 cohort is a highly promising lot and I am glad to be working with the students. The molding of MYP 4 

students is work in progress and even though  a few of them seem to be taking a little longer to realize the expectations for their 

grade, we are firm with them and relentlessly continue to shape them. 

The Senior Leadership Team were 

also present to support the 

Parentôs social event dubbed Back 

to School Groove Party.. 

Walking down the memory laneééé. 

Coming back to the Academy after 4 years has been a nostalgic experience. There have been several 

changes in past few years but one thing which has remained unchanged is the positive environment and 

the high standards set by both students and teachers. In this short span of time I have participated in sev-

eral school events and be it spirit week organized by the Prefect body or the Mother Language day! The 

spirit of collaboration and team work is evident in all. The Academy truly represents the IB philosophy 

which is student centric and focuses on developing the whole child. As I dwell on the proactive changes 

in MYP, I see how well our teaching staff has innovatively explored new technologies to make learning 

more interesting, fun and effective. It is a team that has come together well, working collaboratively to 

implement the IB programme in its very essence. As our IB graduates move close to the end of their 

journey at the Academy message to them is that ,ò Keep your head and your heart going in the right 

direction and you will not have to worry about your feetòé.if you want to climb you have to grab the 

branches and not the blossoms.  

To the MYP studentsò tomorrow is another day with fresh hope and a new chanceò so give it your best shot today. And final-

ly Kudos! to the team at Academy for their commitment and zeal as we prepare for the forthcoming evaluation visit in 

March. 

Roma Bhargava 

Roma Bhargava, Deputy Head MYP 
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T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

PASTORAL CARE DESK 

ANNUAL SCHOOL TRIPS 2017  

In tune with the environment.  MYP 4 students took 

part in planting trees... 

Interacting with the community 

Donations go a long way 
A walk to Lake Chala 

During the week beginning 16th January 2017, MYP 1ðMYP 4 stu-

dentsô embarked on days of fun filled yet ñClassroom without Wallsô 

experiences. The MYP 1  trip to Elementaita, MYP 2 to Naro Moru, 

MYP 3 to Amboseli and MYP 4 to Tsavo.  

 

These experiences are developed through the studentôs use of the 

ATL Skills and observed as the students develop the attributes of the 

Learner profile. IB students are always on the lookout of how to im-

pact positively the lives of others and the environment.  

 

Through Service and Action in the MYP, the students are always able 

to make connections between what is learnt in the classroom and 

what they encounter outside.   

The students were exposed to challenging activities including British Bulldog, 

Water Challenges, beadwork,òakala makingò planting trees, milking cows. Some 

students had an opportunity to learn how to use cow dung to preserve fire and how 

to preserve meat when there is no fridge.  The students later showed their caring 

attributes by donating foodstuff, clothes and stationery to the communities. MYP 3 

and 4 students had a great opportunity to interact with the Maasai community and 

learn their culture. They were also quite lucky to go for game drives in their re-

spective locations and had a chance to view animals in their natural environments. 

The students learnt new skills and showed commitment and perseverance in the 

activities they were  involved in. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

the parents for supporting us with the donations which went a long way to create 

an impact on the lives of others. 

Karen Amolo, Service and Action Coordinator 
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T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

PASTORAL CARE DESK 

ANNUAL SCHOOL TRIPS 2017  - MYP 3 trip to Amboseli 

Set in 200 acres of private land, and with a rustic charm all of its own, the lodge nestles in the foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro 

which, at almost six thousand metres, is Africaôs highest and most famous snowcapped mountain. It was this region of Kenya that 

inspired our teachers ôunforgettable stories and their choice of the Amboseli. All forms of wildlife still abound in this wilderness 

which continues all the way to the Amboseli National Park, an easy twenty minute drive away from the lodge. While the park 

conserves over six hundred breeding species of birds as well a host of rare and wonderful wildlife, this is also home to the Maasai 

people, perhaps the worldôs most renowned African tribe. What is a manyatta? A manyatta is an East African Maasai or Samburu 

settlement or compound, often temporary, established by a family or clan, or as an encampment of young warriors. To most of the 

world, however, ña manyattaò is just a small, little house in the desert with one bedroom. Those people are wrong. When we trav-

elled to Amboseli we had the same mind set as everyone: a tiny little house with one bedroom in the desert, but we had under -  

estimated the Maasai and the unique way of life. Even though they live in such small houses they support each other and show the 

true meaning of happiness. 

The interview 

Describe your adventureé 

ñIt was a thrilling adventure,ò says Anastasia. ñIt was a welcoming environment both to us as the students and them as the hosts.ò 

What did you enjoy most about the journey to Amboseli? 

The breathtaking surroundings and that included the vast land, the laid-back people that you see every day, the view of the sensa-

tional Mt. Kilimanjaro from any direction you turn and the Maasai culture with their welcoming open hands. 

What did you find most interesting about the Maasai culture? 

Probably the everyday activities that included chores like fetching water from very far distances, making their own houses out of 

cow dung and a variation of different types of wood and bead making, for the women, to help them earn money and the coolest 

thing, the way they made fire without using matchsticks. 

What did you enjoy most about the service as action? 

What I enjoyed most about the action and service was giving them the donations that we prepared for them and seeing the smiles 

on their faces after we spent time with them and provided them with the donations we had. It was a nice getaway from the city 

where I was able to open my mind to the surroundings and different people from what I see every day, truly seeing life in a whole 

different perspective. 

Akinyi Okero ,Neya Parmar and Anastasia Kinyua, MYP 3 

Caring for the environment 

They shared  

MYP 3 students giving back to the community... 

Good communicators.. 

Time to relax and reflect on the day... 
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T H E  A G A  K H A N  A C A D E M Y ,  N A I R O B I  

PASTORAL CARE DESK 

ANNUAL SCHOOL TRIPS 2017 - IBDP 1 TRIP TO MAASAI MARA 

The IB 1 Diploma students decided that we would finish the work that the DP2s had started, painting the two classrooms at Santen 

primary school. We also decided to carry donations for the pupils and the community they were going to visit. We were able to 

come together and plan in a collaborative manner how to collect supplies that were needed. By Tuesday, the 17th of January 2017, 

we were all set to leave for the trip. The journey was long but enjoyable. When we arrived, we were received with a warm wel-

come from the Head Mistress, and an even warmer welcome from the children who performed music and danced for us. We were 

then split into two groups; some painted and some played with the children. The group that chose to paint were very hard working. 

It was also a new challenge for us because most of us have only painted as a hobby; we had never painted actual rooms before. 

This challenge helped us learn many new techniques and skills related to painting and we realized that it is not as easy as it seems.  

The children had prepared a wonderful performance for us, so they presented a small dance; we gave them the juice, biscuits and 

the stationery. The smiles and the excitement on their faces made us feel like we had accomplished something valuable. It made us 

feel that we had a positive impact on their lives, no matter how small. Once in the village we were also welcomed with open arms. 

There was a great deal that we learned about the Maasai community. They started by telling the history of their tribe and what they 

did to make them unique from other tribes, like cutting their ears and making them longer. They showed  the interiors of their 

manyatas, telling how and what they use to construct  them. The next activity was how they made fire. Many of the students also 

attempted to try it, which was a new challenge for them. We saw the beautiful bead work that they had made and some of the stu-

dents bought them as souvenirs.   

The Mara is a truly a beautiful peaceful place,  full of a vast variety of wildlife as well as Maasai communities that live away from 

the chaos and pollution of cities. Itôs amazing how the Maasai live under incredibly harsh conditions and are happy. They laughed 

together, danced together, sang together. This helped us students recognise the power of unity. The people didnôt have the luxuries 

such as phones, or computers, no lavish meals or expensive clothes. What they did have was each other. And that was clearly 

enough to make the students happy. We learned how planning, communication and collaboration with our peers is very helpful 

even if we have very little time and since we succeeded, we became good communicators. In the school that we went to, one could 

see the caring characteristic of the DP1s from ensuring that the students had good classrooms to study in to comforting the chil-

dren who were crying. Everyone had an open-mind, as they played with the children, despite the culture and language, we opened 

our minds to receive cultures that were different from ours. We were inquirers, asking questions and getting to know why the Maa-

sai do things in a certain way. The DP1s are risk takers when they slept in total darkness, listened to animals laugh or spied a pair 

of eyes watching, them only to realize in the morning that they were gazelles! 

Below and Above: IBDP 1 students 

painting the classrooms... 

The floor was also fixed.. 

The students interacted with the pupils from Santen Primary School.. 

They interacted with the community 

through dance.. 


